Community Facilities

Barton

Recreation, Enfertainment &

Leisure

The parish contfains few recreation,
entertainmentor leisure facilities within if,
and what facilities there are, are located
in Barton village. The vilage contains a
children's playground area located next
to the school, a cricket pitch on the
northemn edge of the village managed
by the Playing Fields Association, and a
village hall on Silver Street that provides
alocalvenue forarange of local groups
and activities. The local public houses,
the Half Moon and King William IV, also
provide a local leisure and socialising
venue forlocalresidents. The village also
contains an area of alloiments on the
south west edge of the village off Kettle
End. At the time of the Village Plan
inception Barton Parish Council was
working to re-establish these as they
have fallen into disrepair with no clear
plot boundaries.

The parish hall provides a venue for a
range of groups and activities including
line dancing, mother and toddler group,
photography and play group. As well as
these regular activities the hall is also
used for dances, pantomime and by the
village school forspecial events.

The Parish has its own Beavers, Cubs,
Scouts and Venture Scout groups.

The Parish's Playing Fields Association is
currently seeking funding, and
undertaking fundraising to fund
improvements to the curentprovision.

The only other local facilities are the
parish's & foofpaths and 4 bridleways
that provide users with 'off-road’ leisure
routes that link with the wider leisure route
network.

To access gym or fitness facilities
residents of the parish must fravel fo
facilities such as David Lloyd Leisure Ltd
in Thomaby, the Friendly Leisure Club at
the Scotch Comer Hotel, The Dolphin
Centre at Darlington, Richmond
swimming pool, Gemini Member's
Health & Fitness Club, Bannantyne
Health & Leisure Ltd in Darlington, or the
Larchfield Sports Cenfre inDarlington.



Residents of the parish must fravel out
into the wider region to access
entertainment such as cinema, theatre
and concerts. The closest cinemas are
the Odeon in Darlington, the Showcase
at Stockton, and the UGC in
Middlesborough. The nearest theatres
and concert halls are the Georgian
Theaire Royal at Richmond, Darlington
Civic Theatre, Middlesbrough Theatre
and Middlesborough Town Hall.
Generally to aitend internationally and
nationally renowned, and specialist

musical artists and performances,
residents will have to fravel fo Newcastle
o Leeds.

Questionnaire Responses:

The most popular entertainment
facilities that respondenfs would like fo
access within the parish are Touring Arts
(11%), sports facilities (5%), night school
{4%) and vocational /| non vocational
activities (3% each). Of the 93
responding residents, only 32 answered
this question.

Education
The parish’s primary school is located
within Bartonvillage.

Barton C of E School is a Church of
England (confrolled) primary school
catering for children of 5 to 11 year olds
of age. Most of the pupils live in or near
the village, but North Yorkshire County
Council provides a taxi for children living
in outlying disfricts (i.e more than 2 miles
distant).

The original building was erected in 1860
and has since been extensively
renovated. It now comprises three
pleasant classrooms, cloakrooms,
toilets, library area and office. A modern
canteen provides school lunches and
dlso serves as a hall, gymnasium and an
extra classroom when necessary. The
school is surounded by grounds that
includes a hard play area and netball
court, and a two acre playing field.
(source: School Website).

Questionnaire Responses:

65% of respondents felt thaf they need
fo improve their basic understanding of
computers, while 39% felf they need fo
improve their advanced knowledge of
computers.

“Hope we still have an allotment in the
future.”

- Respondent Quote

The closest secondary schools, within
North Yorkshire are both in Richmond.
These are St Francis Xavier, and
Richmond School.The latter contains a
6™ form.,

The parish’s closest Higher Education
facilities are provided by Darlington
College, with campuses in Darlington
and Catterick Garrison.

Questionnaire Responses:

The main issue preventing residents from
gaining education and training are the
lack of suitable courses locally (15%), a
lack of fime (11%), and a lack of
information (8%). However 53% of
respondents failed to answer this
question.
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